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What exactly are 
Pressed pills are pills made to resemble common prescription 
medications that have been manufactured with pill press 
machines illegally. Pressed pills are made to replicate the 
pharmaceutical versions in size, shape, color, and general 
effect on the user.   They often contain fentanyl, fentanyl 
analogs, or other active cuts.

Due to stricter regulations around prescribing opioids, 
benzodiazepines, and amphetamines, it is unlikely that 
pills obtained outside of a pharmacy are real. 

Pressed pills vary in quality and composition. We see this in 
the color, textures, and markings on the pill. However, some ‘
pressed pills can be virtually indecipherable from the 
pharmaceutical grade version. 

pressed pills?

“You know, wherever you get ‘em from, 
they're gonna be pressed. Like people aren’t 
gonna tell you the honest truth ever.”



what has been
In the following pages we highlight three types of pill samples 
we’ve tested in Rhode Island that were sold as: Percocets, 
Adderall, and Xanax. We’ve highlighted these due to the 
popularity of these substances locally, but these are not 
the only types of pills being pressed and sold nor are the 
contaminants listed below the only cuts in the supply. 

A common assumption is that pressed pills are less likely to A common assumption is that pressed pills are less likely to 
be cut with other substances, but as these preliminary results 
show, that isn’t the case. Without further stigmatizing
individuals who use any and all types of substances, it’s 
important to share information about what is in the drug 
supply so that people who use drugs and others can stay 
safe and be informed. 

tested?

Visit testri.org for more information 
about substances we’ve tested 
recently and how to donate a sample. 



what has been tested:
percocets

Acetaminophen
Delta-9THC
Procaine
Lidocaine
Mepivacaine

Xylazine*
Fentanyl*
Cocaine
Acetylfentanyl
Para-fluorofentanyl
Beta-hydroxyfentanyl
AcrylFentanylAcrylFentanyl

Find out about
xylazine -> 

in a baggie
tested on 9/22

in a pill
tested on 9/22

Fentanyl*
Para-fluorofentanyl
Beta-hydroxyfentanyl
Xylazine
Caffeine

Tramadol
Phenacetin
Acetylfentanyl
Cocaine
Levamisole
Acrylfentanyl

Fentanyl* 
Cocaine
Xylazine 

* = denotes major component 

in a baggie
tested on 9/22



what has been tested:
adderall
So far we’ve seen two samples of pressed Adderall. Harm reduction groups 
such as DanceSafe have reported an uptick in pressed Adderall in their 
community and in September 2022 there was a drug bust of over 660,000 
methamphetamine-contaminated pressed Adderall pills and 1,000 pressed 
fentanyl-contaminated oxycodone pills in Cumberland, Rhode Island. 

We anticipate seeing more of this as 
the landscape of the drug supply 
continues to shift.

Methamphetamine*
Cocaine
Ketamine

in a baggie with orange residue 
tested on 1/23

in a pill
tested on 12/22
Methamphetamine*

* = denotes major component 

Caffeine 
Cocaine 
Etizolam



what has been tested:
Xanax

In January 2023, we tested multiple
samples of pills sold as Xanax. Two out of 
three of the Xanax samples shown here 
contained multiple designer benzodiazepines 
(etizolam, flualprazolam, clonazolam, and 
bromazolam). Designer benzos are non-
pharmaceutical benzodiazepines that have pharmaceutical benzodiazepines that have 
been found in the US, Canada, and Europe. 
These have not been well-studied and can 
be more potent and unpredictable than 
prescription benzos. 

* = denotes major component 

in a white pill in 
blister pack
tested on 1/23
Alprazolam (Xanax)*

in a pill fragment 
with “X”tested on 
1/23

Etizolam*
Flualprazolam*
Ketamine

Desalkylflurazepam
Lidocaine
Clonazolam

in a off white / light 
blue pill tested on 
1/23

Bromazolam*

Flubromazolam
Alprazolam (Xanax)



harm reduction and 
pressed pills

Go slow & take test bumps

Avoid mixing substances

Don’t use alone

Have narcan available

Consider using smaller amounts at a time to see the 
effect before consuming the pill in its entirety or 
multiple pills at once.

If you do, let a friend know you’re using.

Narcan saves lives.

Mixing alcohol, opioids, and/or benzodiazepines 
increases the risk of overdose.

“Like, I’ve mixed Percocets with alcohol, and it’s not a 
good experience. That’s what led me to overdosing……
the first time. Because you’re not supposed to mix 
those two substances, And I learned the hard way.” 
- testRI participant- testRI participant

 

A major reason pressed pills can be dangerous is the lack of consistency and 
knowledge of the supply. It's important to note when using that pills can vary in 
contaminants and potency from pill to pill. We heavily recommend several key 
harm reduction strategies when using any pills that are not directly from your 
pharmacy. 



harm reduction and 
pressed pills

Test your supply
We have found that pressed pills contain numerous 
contaminants including fentanyl. If you are trying to 
avoid fentanyl exposure, consider testing your drugs 
with fentanyl test stips before using. 

You can pick up fentanyl test strips and Narcan for free 
at local agencies such as AIDS Care Ocean State and
Project Weber/RENEW. Project Weber/RENEW. 

Visit https://preventoverdoseri.org/people-who-use-drugs/ 
or scan the QR code for more information about where you 
can find fentanyl test strips and other harm reduction 
resources across Rhode Island.
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